[The microbial colonization pattern of newborn infants. What is its significance? Results of a study at a district hospital in the Gera district].
A microbiological investigation was performed under standardized conditions both on mother and child for total of 151 births, 112 of which being classified as normal, the remainder of 39 as risk births. Significant differences were found between the microbial colonization patterns for normal and risk births, respectively, as judged from cultures of smears from maternal cervices and from their neonates. In addition, colonization patterns of the newborn children turned out to be age-dependent. No correlation between the colonization pattern of the neonatal surface and infections of the newborn infants has been found.